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It may be a paradox how often Scotland's castles, associated with past warfare, today feature the more
peaceable theme of gardens. But whether or not a castle has a garden, heritage and horticulture can
easily be combined on a single trip — simply because Scotland has plenty of both. Castles here range from
stately homes to ruined fortresses and gardens from grand designs to small-scale plantings.

DIRLETON CASTLE - This ruinous
mediaeval castle overlooks Dirleton village
green and features a Victorian style garden,
with ancient yews and a 17th century
bowling green.

KELLIE CASTLE — Mostly 17th century and
restored in Victorian times, this castle also
overlooks an attractive walled garden,
where flowers and vegetables thrive.

BRANKLYN GARDEN — Branklyn is simply
one of Scotland's finest smaller gardens. Blue
Meconopsis poppies are a speciality, also
alpines and rhododendron all in a superb
setting.

EXPLORERS GARDEN Themed to
acknowledge the Scottish plant collectors and
their travels worldwide. Beautiful landscaping
and design with outdoor sculpture and
artworks.

BLAIR CASTLE — The home of the Dukes of
Atholl, Blair Castle has notable collections of
furniture and weaponry, plus outstanding tree
specimens in its grounds.
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CASTLE MENZIES - The 16th century
restored Castle near Aberfeldy is part old-
style Z-plan classic Scottish fortress and part
mansion house. Now a centre for the Clan
Menzies.

A WALK ON BEN LAWERS — The Ben Lawers
range is noted for its alpine plants. Discover some
of them on a nature trail starting from the
National Nature Reserve car park on the hill road
offthe AB27.

MOUNT STUART - A fine example of
domestic architecture from Britain's 19th century
Gothic revival, this lavish building is set in mature
parkland and gardens.

has a wide-ranging collection
shrubs including a spectacula
giant redwood trees.

BENMORE BOTANIC GARDEN
Stretching along a Cowal hillside, this garden

of trees and
ravenue of

BRODICK CASTLE — The castle offers 600
years of history, magnificent collections of silver,
porcelain and paintings, extensive gardens and
stunning views over Brodick Bay to the Ayrshire
Coast.



